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Inherited Traits Student

**Understanding Inherited Traits: A Guide for Students**

Inherited traits student is a phrase that often comes up in biology classes,
especially

when exploring genetics and how characteristics are passed from parents to o?spring. If
you?re a student trying to grasp the concept of inherited traits, you?re not alone. This topic
forms the foundation for understanding human biology, evolution, and even why you
might have your mother?s eyes or your father?s hair color. Let?s dive into what inherited
traits really mean, how they work, and why they are important for students to understand.
What Are Inherited Traits?

Inherited traits are characteristics or features that are passed down from parents to their
children through genes. These traits are determined by the DNA sequences that parents
contribute during reproduction. Unlike acquired traits, which develop due to
environmental in?uences or personal experiences, inherited traits are present from birth
and can be seen in physical appearance, behavior, and even susceptibility to certain
diseases.

Examples of Common Inherited Traits

To get a better grasp, consider some everyday examples of inherited traits that students

might be familiar with:
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Eye color: Blue, green, or brown eyes are inherited based on speci?c gene variants.

Hair type: Whether hair is straight, wavy, or curly is in?uenced by genetics.

Dimples: Some people have dimples because of dominant genes passed down from
3.

their parents.

Blood type: The ABO blood group system is inherited and important for medical

4.

reasons.

Freckles: These small spots on the skin can be inherited, especially if both parents

have them.

These examples highlight how inherited traits shape who we are physically and
sometimes even our health pro?les.

The Science Behind Inherited Traits

Understanding the science behind inherited traits helps students appreciate the
complexity of genetics. It all boils down to genes, which are segments of DNA located on
chromosomes. Humans typically have 23 pairs of chromosomes, with one set coming from
each parent.

How Genes In?uence Traits
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Each gene can have di?erent versions called alleles. These alleles interact in various ways
to determine the traits you inherit. Some traits follow simple inheritance patterns, such as
dominant and recessive genes, while others involve multiple genes working together.

For example:

Dominant traits: Only one copy of a dominant allele is needed for the trait to

appear (e.g., brown eyes).

Recessive traits: Two copies of a recessive allele are needed for the trait to be
2.

visible (e.g., blue eyes).

This basic understanding helps students predict possible traits in 0?spring and understand
genetic probabilities.

DNA and Chromosomes in Inheritance

DNA carries the genetic instructions used in growth, development, and functioning. During
reproduction, DNA from both parents combines, resulting in a unique genetic code for
each individual. Chromosomes ensure the proper distribution of DNA during cell division,
which is critical for inherited traits to be passed on accurately.

Why Understanding Inherited Traits Matters for Students

Studying inherited traits is not just about memorizing facts. It helps students develop

essential scienti?c skills and understand their own biology better.
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Connecting Genetics to Everyday Life

When students learn about inherited traits, they begin to see connections between
biology and their own families. This engagement makes science more relevant and
exciting. Knowing why you resemble your parents or how traits skip generations sparks
curiosity and personal connection to the subject.

Building Critical Thinking Skills

Genetics involves analyzing information, making predictions, and understanding complex
processes. By studying inherited traits, students sharpen their critical thinking and
problem-solving abilities. These skills are valuable not only in science but across various
disciplines.

Tips for Students Studying Inherited Traits

Learning about inherited traits can sometimes feel overwhelming due to scienti?c
terminology and concepts. Here are some tips to make the learning process smoother and
more enjoyable:

Use Visual Aids: Diagrams of chromosomes, Punnett squares, and family trees
can

clarify how traits are passed on.
Relate to Personal Experience: Talk with family members about traits you share
2.

and those that di?er to see genetics in action.
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Practice Punnett Squares: These tools help predict the outcome of genetic
3.
crosses and understand dominant and recessive patterns.

Watch Educational Videos: Animated videos can simplify complex processes
like

DNA replication and gene expression.

Ask Questions: Don?t hesitate to discuss confusing topics with teachers or
5.

classmates to deepen your understanding.

Common Misconceptions About Inherited Traits

While learning about inherited traits, students often encounter some misconceptions that
can hinder their comprehension.

Misconception 1: Traits Are Always Dominant or Recessive

Not all traits follow simple dominant-recessive patterns. Many traits are polygenic,
meaning they?re controlled by multiple genes, like height or skin color. Understanding this
complexity helps students appreciate the diversity of inherited characteristics.
Misconception 2: Environment Has No Role

While inherited traits are genetic, environmental factors can in?uence how these traits are
expressed. For example, a person might inherit genes for tall stature but may not reach

full height due to poor nutrition. This interplay between genetics and environment is
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crucial to understand.

Misconception 3: All Traits Are Visible

Some inherited traits are not immediately observable, such as certain genetic disorders or
predispositions to diseases. These hidden traits can be important for medical awareness
and genetic counseling.

Exploring Inherited Traits Through Science Projects

Engaging in hands-on activities can make the concept of inherited traits more tangible for
students. Here are a few project ideas that bring genetics to life:

Family Trait Survey: Create a chart of traits within your family to identify
patterns

and variations.

Plant Genetics Experiment: Crossbreed plants like pea plants to observe

2.

inherited traits ?rsthand.

DNA Extraction: Extract DNA from fruits like strawberries to see the physical
3.

substance of genetics.

Modeling Punnett Squares: Use colored beads or cards to simulate genetic
4.

crosses and understand probability.
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These activities encourage curiosity and deepen understanding beyond textbook reading.
The Role of Technology in Studying Inherited Traits

Advances in technology have revolutionized how students learn about genetics and
inherited traits. Interactive apps, virtual labs, and genetic databases are now accessible
tools that enhance education.

Modern tools help students:

Visualize complex genetic information in an interactive format.

Simulate genetic crosses with instant feedback.

Explore real-world genetic data to understand human diversity.

Stay updated on the latest discoveries in genetics and hereditary diseases.

4.

Incorporating technology into learning makes the study of inherited traits more engaging
and relevant.

Understanding inherited traits is a fascinating journey that connects students not only to
the science of genetics but also to their own identity and family history. By exploring
genes, chromosomes, and the patterns of inheritance, students gain insights that extend
beyond the classroom and into real life. Whether through hands-on projects or digital

learning, embracing the complexity and beauty of inherited traits enriches the educational
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experience and sparks lifelong curiosity.

Question

Answer

What are inherited traits in

students?

Inherited traits in students are characteristics or features
passed down from their parents through genes, such as
eye color, hair type, and certain talents or predispositions.
How do inherited traits

a?ect a student's learning

abilities?

Inherited traits can in?uence a student's cognitive
abilities, memory, and even learning styles, but
environmental factors and education also play signi?cant
roles in their overall learning.

Can inherited traits

determine a student's

personality?

While inherited traits can contribute to certain aspects of a

student's personality, such as temperament, personality is

Vol. 2025, Issue 12
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also shaped by experiences, environment, and social

interactions.

How can teachers use

knowledge of inherited

traits to support students?

Teachers can use knowledge of inherited traits to better

understand students' strengths and challenges, allowing

for personalized teaching strategies that accommodate

individual needs.

Are talents like musical

ability or athleticism

inherited traits in students?

Yes, certain talents such as musical ability or athleticism

can have genetic components, but practice, training, and

environment are crucial for developing these talents.

What is the di?erence

between inherited traits

and acquired traits in

students?

Inherited traits are passed down genetically from parents

to students, while acquired traits are developed through

Vol. 2025, Issue 12
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interaction with the environment, learning, and

experiences.

How can students learn

about their own inherited

traits?

Students can learn about their inherited traits through

family history, genetic testing, and studying traits common

in their family, often supported by biology or genetics

classes.

Inherited Traits Student: Exploring Genetic In?uence on Learning and Development

Inherited traits student is a phrase that brings to light the intersection of
genetics and

education, a subject increasingly gaining attention in academic and scienti?c
communities. Understanding how inherited traits in?uence student abilities, behaviors,
and learning patterns is crucial for educators, parents, and policymakers aiming to foster
optimal educational environments. This article delves into the concept of inherited traits in
students, examining the genetic underpinnings that shape cognitive and physical
characteristics, their implications in educational settings, and the broader discussion
surrounding nature versus nurture in student development.

Understanding Inherited Traits in Students

Inherited traits refer to characteristics passed down from parents to 0?spring through
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genes. These traits can be physical, such as eye color and height, or behavioral and
cognitive, including memory capacity, attention span, and even predispositions toward
certain learning styles. For the inherited traits student, recognizing the role of genetics
provides a foundational perspective on why students exhibit diverse learning abilities and
behaviors.

Genetic inheritance operates via the transmission of DNA sequences from one generation
to the next. Each student inherits a unique combination of genes that in?uence their
development. While environmental factors and education signi?cantly shape learning
outcomes, the biological basis often sets the initial framework within which these external
in?uences operate.

The Role of Genetics in Cognitive Abilities

Scienti?c studies have demonstrated that many aspects of intelligence and cognitive
function have a heritable component. Twin and adoption studies, for example, have
revealed that approximately 50-80% of variation in intelligence between individuals can
be attributed to genetic factors. This suggests that inherited traits student pro?les
inherently contain genetic predispositions a?ecting intelligence quotient (IQ), problem-
solving skills, and language acquisition abilities.

However, the relationship between genetics and cognition is complex and multifaceted.
Speci?c genes linked to memory, attention, and processing speed interact with one

another and with environmental stimuli, creating a dynamic system that shapes a
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student?s learning capacity. Moreover, epigenetics?the study of how environmental
factors in?uence gene expression?plays a critical role in modifying these inherited traits
over time.

Physical Traits and Their Impact on Learning

Inherited physical traits can indirectly in?uence a student?s educational experience. For
example, vision or hearing impairments, which can be hereditary, may a?ect a student?s
ability to engage fully in classroom activities. Similarly, inherited motor skills and
coordination can impact handwriting and participation in physical education.

Beyond sensory and motor functions, some inherited conditions can a?ect energy levels
and stamina, in?uencing attention spans and classroom behavior. Recognizing these
factors is essential for educators in designing inclusive curricula and support systems that
accommodate diverse student needs.

Nature Versus Nurture: Balancing Genetics and Environment

The inherited traits student concept naturally leads to the ongoing debate of nature
versus nurture in education. While genetics provide a blueprint, environmental factors
such as teaching quality, socio-economic status, nutrition, and emotional support
signi?cantly shape how inherited traits manifest in learning outcomes.

Research in developmental psychology emphasizes that neither genetics nor environment
alone determines a student's potential. Instead, their interplay is critical. For instance, a
student genetically predisposed to strong verbal skills may only reach their full potential if

exposed to a rich linguistic environment early in life. Conversely, environmental
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deprivation can limit the expression of genetic capabilities.

Educational Implications of Genetic Awareness

Incorporating knowledge about inherited traits into education remains a sensitive and
complex issue. While genetic insights can help tailor learning approaches and identify
students who might bene?t from specialized interventions, ethical considerations
regarding privacy, labeling, and equality must be addressed.

Personalized learning, informed by an understanding of genetic predispositions, could
optimize teaching strategies. For example:

Students with inherited attention di?culties may bene?t from targeted behavioral

interventions and classroom accommodations.

Those with genetic predispositions toward strong spatial reasoning might excel in

STEM subjects when appropriately challenged.

Awareness of inherited learning disabilities, such as dyslexia, can prompt early

diagnosis and support.
Such applications have the potential to enhance educational equity by recognizing and
addressing individual student di?erences.

Challenges and Limitations in Studying Inherited Traits in Students
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Despite advances in genomics and educational psychology, several challenges complicate
the translation of inherited traits research into classroom practice. Some key limitations
include:

Complexity of Genetic In?uence: Most traits in?uencing learning are polygenic,

involving many genes with small e?ects rather than single-gene determinants.

Environmental Variability: Diverse educational environments and socio-cultural
2.

backgrounds make isolating genetic e?ects di?cult.

Risk of Genetic Determinism: Overemphasizing inherited traits may lead to
?xed

mindsets about student potential, undermining motivation and growth.

Ethical Concerns: Issues surrounding genetic testing in children, data security,
4,

and potential discrimination require careful navigation.

Researchers advocate for cautious, evidence-based approaches that integrate genetic

?ndings with holistic educational strategies rather than simplistic genetic pro?ling.

Future Directions: Integrating Genetics into Educational

Frameworks

The emerging ?eld of educational genomics aims to bridge the gap between genetic
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research and practical teaching methods. As technology advances, tools such as genome-

wide association studies (GWAS) help identify genetic markers related to learning and

behavior. Coupled with big data analytics, these insights could eventually inform

personalized education plans that accommodate inherited traits student populations more

e?ectively.

Moreover, interdisciplinary collaborations among geneticists, educators, psychologists,

and ethicists are essential to develop guidelines ensuring that genetic information

enhances rather than hinders educational equity.

Innovations like neuroeducation, which combines neuroscience and pedagogy, also hold

promise in understanding how inherited neurological traits in?uence learning processes.

This integrative approach may lead to new interventions that optimize cognitive

development based on both genetic and environmental factors.

Exploring inherited traits student perspectives reveals a nuanced landscape where biology

and education intersect. Recognizing the genetic foundations of learning capabilities

enriches our understanding of student diversity and challenges educators to adopt more

individualized and inclusive teaching strategies. As research continues to unfold, the

balance between appreciating inherited traits and fostering adaptive learning

environments will shape the future of education in profound ways.

genetics, heredity, DNA, phenotype, genotype, dominant traits, recessive traits, genetic

inheritance, traits in students, biological inheritance
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Tesccc science grade 4 unit 7 traits

tesccc science grade 4 unit 7 traits is an essential topic in the elementary science curriculum that
helps young learners understand the characteristics and attributes of living things. This unit focuses
on exploring the different traits that define plants, animals, and humans, fostering a deeper
understanding of biology and the natural world. By studying traits, students can learn how living
organisms are similar or different, how traits are inherited, and how they help organisms survive in
their environments. This comprehensive article will guide educators, students, and parents through
the key concepts of Unit 7, emphasizing the importance of traits in science education.

Understanding Traits in Science

What Are Traits?

Traits are specific characteristics or features that distinguish one organism from another. They can
include physical features such as eye color, height, or leaf shape, and behavioral attributes like how
animals hunt or how humans communicate. Traits are passed from parents to offspring through

biological inheritance, which means that children often inherit similar traits to their parents.

Types of Traits
Traits can be broadly classified into two categories:
- Physical Traits: Observable features such as hair color, skin tone, or the shape of leaves.
- Behavioral Traits: Actions or habits like bird migration patterns, animal hunting techniques, or

human social behaviors.

Understanding these types helps students appreciate the diversity and complexity of traits in living
organisms.

Traits in Plants and Animals
Plant Traits
In Unit 7, students explore the traits that help plants survive and reproduce. Some key plant traits

include:

- Leaf Shape and Size: Variations that help plants absorb sunlight efficiently.
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- Root Type: Different root systems like fibrous or taproots that adapt to various soil conditions.

- Flower Color and Shape: Traits that attract pollinators.

- Seed Dispersal Methods: Traits like wings or hooks that help seeds spread across
environments.

Animal Traits

Animals exhibit a wide range of traits that influence their survival. Some important animal traits
include:

- Fur or Feather Color: Camouflage traits that help animals hide from predators.

- Body Structure: Features like the length of legs or the shape of beaks suited for specific diets.
- Behavioral Traits: Migration, hibernation, or hunting strategies.

- Reproductive Traits: Methods of reproduction such as laying eggs or giving birth to live young.

Traits in Humans
Physical Traits
Students learn that humans inherit physical traits from their parents, including:
- Eye color
- Hair type and color
- Height and body build
- Facial features
Behavioral and Cultural Traits
Apart from physical characteristics, humans also have behavioral traits such as:
- Language and communication skills
- Hobbies and interests
- Social behaviors and customs
- Preferences and talents

Understanding the difference between inherited traits and learned behaviors is a key part of the unit.

How Traits Are Inherited and Changed
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Genetics and Inheritance
Traits are inherited through genes, which are segments of DNA passed from parents to children.

Each parent contributes half of the genetic information, resulting in a unique combination in the
offspring. For example:

- Eye color is determined by specific genes inherited from parents.
- Height is influenced by multiple genes and environmental factors.
Environmental Influences on Traits
While genetics play a significant role, the environment can also affect traits. Factors include:
- Sunlight exposure affecting skin tone.
- Nutrition impacting height and overall health.
- Habitat and climate influencing physical adaptations.
Traits Change Over Time
Traits can evolve within a species over generations due to natural selection and environmental

pressures. For example:

- Animals may develop thicker fur in colder climates.
- Plants may evolve new seed dispersal mechanisms to adapt to changing landscapes.

Activities and Experiments in Unit 7
Observing Traits
Students can perform activities such as:

- Comparing physical features of classmates.

- Examining different types of seeds and their dispersal traits.

- Observing local plants and animals to identify specific traits.

Inheritance Experiments
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Simple experiments can illustrate heredity:
- Mixing traits through drawing or modeling to understand how traits are inherited.
- Using Punnett squares to predict possible traits in offspring.
Environmental Impact Studies
Students can investigate how environment influences traits:

- Growing plants in different conditions to observe changes.
- Studying animals in local habitats to understand adaptations.

The Importance of Learning About Traits
Understanding Biodiversity

Studying traits helps students appreciate the diversity of life forms and how they adapt to their
environments. This knowledge promotes respect for nature and awareness of conservation needs.

Developing Scientific Skills

Analyzing traits encourages skills such as observation, classification, and hypothesis-making, which
are fundamental in scientific inquiry.

Applying Knowledge in Real Life

Understanding traits can help students make informed decisions about health, nutrition, and
environmental stewardship.

Conclusion

In tesccc science grade 4 unit 7, focusing on traits provides an engaging way for students to explore
the natural world. By studying the physical and behavioral characteristics of plants, animals, and
humans, learners develop critical thinking skills and a deeper understanding of biology. Recognizing
how traits are inherited and influenced by the environment underscores the interconnectedness of
living organisms and their habitats. This foundational knowledge prepares students for more
advanced scientific concepts and fosters a lifelong appreciation for the diversity and complexity of
life on Earth.
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TESCCC Science Grade 4 Unit 7 Traits: An In-Depth Review

Understanding the natural world is fundamental to fostering curiosity and scientific literacy among
young learners. In Grade 4, the TESCCC Science curriculum introduces students to the concept of
traits, a vital topic that helps them comprehend how living things are similar and different. Unit 7,
dedicated to traits, offers a comprehensive exploration of characteristics that define plants and
animals, laying a foundation for understanding heredity, variation, and adaptation. This review aims
to provide an in-depth look at the features, strengths, and areas for improvement of this unit, helping
educators and parents gauge its effectiveness in fostering scientific understanding at the
fourth-grade level.

Overview of TESCCC Science Grade 4 Unit 7: Traits

TESCCC (Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for Science) Unit 7 emphasizes the identification
and understanding of traits in living organisms. This unit is designed to be engaging and accessible,
encouraging students to observe, compare, and analyze various traits. It integrates hands-on
activities, illustrations, and real-world examples to make abstract concepts tangible for young
learners.

Key Topics Covered:

- Definition of traits

- Differences between inherited and learned traits
- Examples of traits in plants and animals

- How traits are passed from parents to offspring
- Variations within species

- Adaptations and survival

The curriculum aligns with state standards to ensure that students develop a solid understanding of
biological diversity and the mechanisms of heredity.

Content Breakdown and Educational Effectiveness

Understanding Traits: The Basics

The unit begins with an accessible introduction to what traits are, emphasizing observable
characteristics such as color, size, shape, and patterns. Visual aids, like charts and photographs,

are employed effectively to illustrate these traits across different species.

Features:
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- Clear definitions suitable for fourth graders
- Use of colorful illustrations and real-life examples
- Interactive activities, such as matching games
Pros:
- Simplifies complex ideas without sacrificing accuracy
- Engages students through visual and tactile learning
- Encourages observation skills early on
Cons:
- Could benefit from more diverse examples, including insects or aquatic animals
- Might challenge students who need more foundational support in reading comprehension
Inherited vs. Learned Traits
A highlight of this unit is its focus on differentiating between inherited and learned traits. Students
explore how certain characteristics are passed down genetically, while others are acquired through
experience or environment.
Features:
- Use of relatable scenarios, like a child's eye color versus a learned skill like riding a bike
- Diagrams illustrating genetic inheritance
- Class discussions to reinforce understanding
Pros:
- Clarifies a fundamental biological concept
- Promotes critical thinking about nature vs. nurture

- Connects science with everyday life

Cons:

- The distinction may sometimes be oversimplified for some students
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- Additional activities could deepen understanding, such as family trait surveys
Traits in Plants and Animals
The curriculum dedicates sections to exploring traits in specific groups, with a focus on observable
features. For example, students examine plant traits like leaf shape, flower color, and root type, as
well as animal traits like fur patterns, beak shape, and tail length.
Features:
- Hands-on plant dissection or observation activities
- Animal trait comparisons through pictures or videos
- Field trip suggestions to observe local flora and fauna
Pros:
- Practical, experiential learning enhances retention
- Encourages outdoor exploration and observation skills
- Develops appreciation for biodiversity
Cons:
- Limited scope on less obvious traits; could include more internal traits like bone structure
- Some activities may require additional resources or supervision

Traits and Heredity: Passing Traits to Offspring

A core component involves understanding how traits are inherited from parents. The unit introduces
basic concepts of genetics, emphasizing that offspring often resemble their parents.

Features:
- Use of Punnett squares simplified for young learners
- Family tree activities to trace inherited traits

- Stories or case studies about animals with specific traits

Pros:
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- Lays groundwork for more complex genetics in later grades

- Reinforces the connection between parents and offspring

- Encourages family involvement through home activities
Cons:

- Simplification may limit depth for advanced students

- Could include more diverse examples to avoid cultural bias

Variations and Adaptations

Students explore how traits vary within a species and how some traits help organisms adapt to their
environment. This section emphasizes survival and evolution basics.

Features:
- Case studies on animals like the peppered moth or Galapagos finches
- Classroom experiments simulating natural selection
- Discussions on how humans influence traits through breeding
Pros:
- Connects traits to real-world environmental challenges
- Stimulates curiosity about evolution and adaptation
- Incorporates inquiry-based learning
Cons:
- Might be challenging for some students to grasp the concept of natural selection fully
- Requires careful facilitation to avoid misconceptions
Strengths of TESCCC Science Grade 4 Unit 7: Traits
- Age-Appropriate Content: The curriculum presents complex biological concepts in a manner

suitable for fourth graders, balancing scientific accuracy with understandable language.
- Engagement Through Visuals and Activities: The inclusion of hands-on experiments, diagrams,
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and real-life examples keeps students actively involved.

- Alignment with Standards: It ensures students meet state educational standards while fostering
curiosity.

- Fostering Observation Skills: Activities are designed to sharpen students' abilities to observe
and record traits systematically.

- Encourages Critical Thinking: By comparing traits and understanding inheritance, students
develop analytical skills.

Areas for Improvement

- Diversity of Examples: Incorporating a broader range of species, including insects, aquatic life,
and plants from different regions, could enhance understanding of biodiversity.

- Depth of Content: While suitable for grade 4, some students may benefit from more in-depth
exploration or supplementary materials.

- Integration of Technology: Using digital tools and interactive simulations could modernize the
learning experience.

- Addressing Misconceptions: Clarifying complex ideas like natural selection to prevent
misunderstandings is essential.

- Differentiated Learning: Providing scaffolding for students with varying learning needs could
improve overall comprehension.

Conclusion

TESCCC Science Grade 4 Unit 7 Traits provides a solid foundation in understanding the
characteristics that define living organisms. Its thoughtfully designed lessons promote observation,
critical thinking, and a basic grasp of heredity and variation. The integration of visual aids and
hands-on activities makes the abstract concepts accessible and engaging for young learners. While
there is room for expansion?such as incorporating more diverse examples and leveraging
technology?the overall structure effectively supports key scientific standards and fosters curiosity
about the natural world.

For educators seeking a curriculum that balances clarity with scientific integrity, TESCCC Unit 7 on
traits offers a comprehensive and engaging approach suitable for fourth-grade students. With minor
adjustments, it can serve as an inspiring gateway to deeper biological concepts and a lifelong
interest in science.

QuestionAnswer What are traits in science for grade 4 students? Traits are characteristics or
gualities that describe a living thing, such as color, size, or the way it behaves. How can we identify
traits in animals? We can observe features like fur, feathers, body shape, or patterns to identify traits
in animals. Why are traits important to study in science? Studying traits helps us understand how
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living things are different and how they adapt to their environment. What is the difference between
inherited traits and learned traits? Inherited traits are passed from parents to offspring, like eye
color, while learned traits are behaviors gained through experience, like riding a bike. Can traits
change over time? Some traits can change over time due to growth, environment, or adaptation,
while others remain the same. Give an example of a physical trait and a behavioral trait. A physical
trait example is having a long tail; a behavioral trait example is a bird singing to attract a mate. How
do traits help animals survive in their environment? Traits like sharp claws or camouflage help
animals find food, hide from predators, or stay safe in their environment.
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